
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

The Welcoming Project   

The goal of The Welcoming Project is  to increase the visibility of businesses 
that are welcoming of LGBTQ individuals and their allies through providing 
welcoming signs for businesses to display indicating "ALL ARE WELCOME." 

FACEBOOK: TheWelcomingProject 
 

EMAIL: contact@thewelcomingproject.org 

 

TWITTER: @thewelcomingpro 

Tributes to The Welcoming Project 

“I am the co-coordinator of YOTSO (Youth Open to Sexual Orientation) and last week we went into NY Pizza to get some 
pizza for the YOTSO kiddos and we were so excited to see the welcoming card on their window! :) It makes such a 
difference for this community.” Tanna Thompson, Norman 

“The Welcoming Project is such a brilliant concept and has already had an enormous impact on the youth within the 
community. As a facilitator of YOTSO in Norman, OK, I often hear stories shared during youth group meetings about 
negative experiences the teens have had with their teachers, principals, counselors, or parents of friends that either 
openly make homophobic remarks, are discriminatory based on the teen’s sexual orientation, or do not support the 
teen in times of harassment by other teens, and sometimes, sadly, by adults, too. With The Welcoming Project’s 
mission of encouraging merchants, churches, and other businesses throughout the community to visually display their 
openness to individuals who are gay and lesbian, it demonstrates the support that’s available to teens that they may 
have not known of otherwise. In a time when there are such blatant homophobic remarks made for all to hear, it’s 
important for a teen’s self-concept to know that hate is not the norm. Many thanks to Brian and Meredith of The 
Welcoming Project!” Tanna Thompson, Norman 

From ok4rj.org:  

"When I was growing up, my dad referred to Norman as “the San Francisco of Oklahoma.” I was always so indignantly 
opposed to that description, insisting that if his comparison were actually true, I would have never left home...For as 
much as I hated his association, though, today I can’t help but think that my father was onto something (but don’t tell 
him I said that). Right now, Norman is more like San Francisco than it ever was while I was living there. On a recent trip 
home with my girlfriend, I noticed a number of downtown businesses displaying rainbow stickers with the phrase “All 
Are Welcome.” My head almost exploded! I excitedly pointed them out every single time the appeared...So many of my 
memories of Oklahoma are tied up in homophobia, transphobia, and the fear of physical and psychic violence, that 
these small gestures felt huge... 

Is this a great state or what?" 

Ricky, PhD Candidate, Health and Environmental Communication at the University of New Mexico 
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